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it rendered subsequent steps comparatively easy, and
it gave to Prinsep and his co-adjutors just that en-
couragement, and that element of certainty, which
were needed to keep their enthusiasm alive.

Turnour was of course much pleased. He was a
very busy man, at the head of the Ceylon Civil Ser-
vice. But he had most intelligent and learned native
assistants at his command. And by their help he
published in the Calcutta Asiatic Society's journal a
short series of articles on the Pali books, and finally
brought out in 1837 a complete edition of the text
of the Mahd Vansa (or " Great Chronicle " of Ceylon)
with a translation into English, and a most interest-
ing introductory essay.

The value of this editio princeps was at once and
widely acknowledged. But on the death of Turn-
our, no one was found to carry on his work. There
was no dictionary of Pali, and no grammar worthy
of the name. European scholars could not go out
to Ceylon, and there enjoy the benefit of the help
which had made Tumour's labours possible. His
book remained, like a solitary landmark in an unex-
plored country, chiefly useful as a continual in-
ducement to some scholar with ability and leisure to
explore beyond. Only a few insignificant essays,
nibbling inefficiently at the outskirts of the subject,
appeared in Europe, till at last in 1855 Mr. Vincent